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Theodor-Heuss-Ring 7
D - 50668 Cologne
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BIOGRAPHY

1950 born in Basel, Switzerland

1971-74 studies architecture at the ETH Zurich

1979-80 student of the sculptor Peter Meister, Zurich

since 1981 studio in Zurich

1981 scholarships of the city of Zurich

1983 scholarships of the Kanton Zurich

1984/85 scholarships of the city of Zurich

1988 visiting professor at the Escuela de Artes Plásticas, Managua (NIC)

2002 “Atelier Paris”, scholarship of the city of Zurich, Studio Paris

Barbara Roth lives and works in Zurich.

SOLO-EXHIBITIONS (SELECTION)

2008 “dancing earth”, TPH – Tokyo Publishing House, Tokyo
2007 “die meere - vermessen. bilder, skulpturen, zeichnungen”, die Halle –

Galerie für zeitgenössische Kunst, Langnau a. A. (CH)
2005 Baukunst Galerie, Cologne
2004 “Barbara Roth. Miniaturen“, die Halle - Galerie für zeitgenössische Kunst,

Langnau a. A. (CH)
2001 “Barbara Roth. Skulpturen und Zeichnungen”, Trinitatiskirche, Cologne
1999 “sites flottants”, Stiftung für Eisenplastik, Sammlung Dr. Hans Koenig, 

Zollikon (CH)
1998 Hochbauamt, Walchetor, Zurich

Galerie Kunstgarten, Aarwangen (CH)
1997 Galerie Kornfeld, Zurich
1996 Galerie Haldemann, Bern (CH)
1988 Escuela de Artes Plasticas, Managua (NIC)
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GROUP-EXHIBITIONS (SELECTION)

2009-11 “zürich-transit-maritim“, Jan Morgenthaler, Barbara Roth, Martin Senn and
Fariba Sepehrnia, Project in public space, Limmatquai, Zurich

2007 “Adriana Beretta, Barbara Roth“, Galerie Hans-Trudel-Haus, Baden (CH)
2005-06 “Format klein – Ausdruck gross”, Skulpturengalerie Krafft + Partner AG, 

Gebenstorf (CH)
2005 “Lokale Aufhellungen”, Helmhaus Zurich

“Spaziergang in Zwischenräumen”, Psychiatrischen Klinik Münsterlingen, 
Zurich
“Skulpturen”, Visarte Zurich im Metropol, Zurich (CH)
“RAUM für Räume”, Shedhalle Rote Fabrik, Zurich
Galerie Hans-Trudel-Haus, Baden (CH)

2004 “10 Jahre Bildhauerei”, Galerie Kunstgarten, Aarwangen (CH)
2003 “Marion Richter, Barbara Roth”, Die Halle - Galerie für zeitgenössische 

Kunst, Langnau a.A. (CH)
Galerie Haldemann, Bern

2002 “Barbara Roth und Gunter Frentzel. Skulpturen”, Baukunst Galerie, 
Cologne

1998 “Kunst im Park”, Pontresina (CH)
“balance. Kunstphase Schlieren 1998”, Schlieren (CH)

1997 Projekt Carschenna II, Skulpturengarten, Thusis (CH)
1996 Galerie Haldemann, Bern
1995 Galerie Kornfeld, Zurich

Galerie Kunstgarten, Aarwangen (CH)
Kunstsymposium, Nationalgalerie Dakar (SEN) und Oberegg (CH)
Shedhalle, Zurich

1991 “Wegzeichen”, Balgach (CH)
1990 “ars ad lacum”, Lachen (CH)

“Bildhauersymposium”, Adliswill-Langnau (CH)
1986 Galerie Walcheturm, Zurich

“Zeichnungen und Druckgraphik”, GSMBA, Kunsthaus Zurich
1985 “Skulptura”, Zollikon (CH)

“AZB”, exhibition in the gasworks Schlieren (CH)
“Skulpturenausstellung”, Boswil (CH)
“Junge Zürcher Bildhauer”, Zurich

1981 Salon de la jeune sculpture, Paris
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WORKS IN PUBLIC SPACE

2001 sculpture “tiges”, Dübendorf (CH)
1999 sculpture “structure ouverte”, city of  Schlieren (CH)
1998 Universitätsspital, Zurich
1992 sculpture “l’étranger”, Brunnen am Neumarkt, Zurich

sculpture “las víctimas de la guerra”, Managua (NIC)

BIBLIOGRAPHY

1999 Frauenfelder, Kathrin: sites flottants, Zollikon 1999.

1997 Kesser, Caroline: temps espace, Zurich 1997.

1993 Renggli, Hans: Arbeitsgemeinschaft Zürcher Bildhauer im Gaswerk 
Schlieren, Cat.: Ursina Jakob, Zurich 1993.
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PRESS RELEASE: Barbara Roth – Skulpturen und Papierarbeiten                02/06 -25/08/2005
The Baukunst Galerie opens at Wednesday, the 1st of June 2005 from 18.00 to 21.00 p.m. with an
introduction by Sibylle Omlin, art historian in Zurich, a great solo-exhibition of new works by the
Swiss artist and sculptor Barbara Roth: Current sculptures of chrome steel and brass are
presented in the garden of the gallery. New wooden objects and works on paper will be shown
within the rooms of the gallery. For the first time the Baukunst Galerie exhibited the sculptural work
of this sculptor in summer 2000 in connection with the work of the sculptor Gunter Frentzel. In
2001 followed a further exhibition in Cologne at the “Trinitatiskirche”.

Barbara Roth was born 1950 in Basel. After her studies of architecture from 1971 to 1974 at the
ETH Zurich, she was educated by the sculptor Peter Meister in Zurich form 1979 to 1980. Roth
won several scholarships of art and realized divers works in public space. Her opus was already
shown in several solo-exhibitions amongst others 1997 at the “Galerie Kornfeld”, Zurich, 2000 at
the “Stiftung für Eisenplastik, Sammlung Dr. Hans Koenig”, Zollikon, and at last 2004 at “Die Halle -
Galerie für zeitgenössische Kunst" in Langnau a. A. (CH). Barbara Roth lives and works in Zurich.

In her work Barbara Roth broaches the issue of visionary and real space concepts. The works
presented in the exhibition can be assigned to three groups: Large metal sculptures, which can be
classified between sculpture and architecture, ground- and wall-objects and works on paper:
Barbara Roth already plays with adumbrations in her metal sculptures, which have been created
since 1993. Her sculptures are more a subtle hint at imaged worlds than a precise architecture. In
the first instance Roth is using feathered wire and cupper, whereas she is utilizing splendent
chrome steel and green patinated brass in her current sculptures. Since her sculptures out of
slender rods are very filigree, they seem like drawings in space. Roth is demonstrating that
limitation can bring forth wideness: In the imagination of the viewer the lines can be connected to
pieces of architecture, which alter with every change of perspective. By this game of perception the
works of this artist can initiate to reconsider our own habits of vision.

The new wooden objects of Barbara Roth, which have been added to her metal sculptures during
the last three years, are also confronting the observer with questions: The drawings with black
pigment on waxed wooden boards and the groups of wooden quarters of different size and design
remind on the one hand on architectural maps or urban development models and on the other
hand on game boards. Titles like "Spielbrett" (game board) or "Schachbrett" (chessboard) support
that connotation, whereas titles like "traffic", "Raumkomplex" (space complex) or "Strömungen"
(streams) refer to real settings or projected compositions. Roth also adds alphabetic characters
and whole words in her latest works. Therefore she uses selfmade stencils, which are designed
like the old-fashioned inscribitions of the cargo-containers. In most instances the alphabetic
characters refer to cardinal points and the words refer to imagined or real locations, for example
cities (eg. "babylon"), rivers (e.g. "amazonas") or geographical areas (e.g. "sahara").

Roth’s drawings, which adumberate construction by their feathery lines, are recently completed by
collaged works of paper, which are manual embossed by the method of nitro print. All kinds of
fragments are mixed up with symbols from sketches and architectural diagrams like arrows and
lines of demarcation.

Barbara Roth‘s works of art open up a space between reality and the world of imagination and
games. They are located between immediate availability on the one hand and the missing
practicability on the other hand. They request an open mind for the imagined entering in virtual
dimensions. They are picture puzzles and at the same time architectures of own worlds,
questioning our perception as much as our organizing, creating, designing and constructing of the
world we live in.


